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Bourn, Stevenage and Hatfield were all linked in their development by road — which could be used by fighter planes to reach a runway — but a station and control tower were constructed. Its location on the northern perimeter of the defence ring was ideal — out of range of heavy anti-aircraft fire from Germany — for the aircraft it was intended to protect. Many
other airfields developed to support it. As well as large aircraft, there was a focus on helicopters and light aircraft which were used for longer range patrols, including observation flights, escort duties and attack missions, and flying kites used to drop mines. The research, testing and development of ground-to-air guided missiles were conducted here, and the first

trials of the Gloster Meteor were carried out at the base. The base was used by No. 112 Squadron during the latter stages of the war. Operating the Hawker Tempest, this squadron had been formed in 1940 and had been in action since December 1942. After the base was closed, it became home to No. 1419 (Fighter) Heavy Conversion Unit, which was disbanded in
early 1946. The station was used occasionally for trials and it was even proposed that No. 10 Squadron should return to the base. The base remained operational until the late 1950s when the RAF decided that it was surplus to requirements and it was closed in 1959. Some land at Ringway was sold, and a road was constructed from Hadley Wood to Harlow, while a

bypass was built over the site of the RAF Ringway, joining the A505 and A414. Many of the buildings are now used by private tenants and the land is slowly reverting to woodland. It has been designated as a Local Nature Reserve, although the buildings are in a poor condition and the surrounding land is unsuitable for public use. Modern use There is a lack of
information about the buildings on the site. The few that remain are disused, derelict and inhabited by squatters, and the area is littered with litter and with rubbish — which is currently being cleaned up. The base is now owned by the Hadley Wood Trust who aim to bring the base back to life by developing it as a community base for artists, musicians, poets,

filmmakers and architects. The site is now mostly disused, being used by a variety of people. Amongst those living at the site are travellers, the homeless and squatters. Much of the former
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